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The University reserves the right, through its established procedures, to modify the
requirements for admission and graduation and to change other rules, regulations, and
provisions, including those stated in this bulletin and other publications, and to refuse
admission to any student, or to require the withdrawal of a student if it is determined to be
in the interest of the student or the University. All students, full- or part-time, who are
enrolled in Vanderbilt courses are subject to the same policies.

Policies concerning non-curricular matters and concerning withdrawal for medical or
emotional reasons can be found in the Student Handbook.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

In compliance with federal law, including the provisions of Title IX of the Education
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Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Vanderbilt University does not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, religion, color, national or ethnic origin, age, disability, or military ser-
vice in its administration of educational policies, programs, or activities; its admissions
policies; scholarship and loan programs; athletic or other University-administered pro-
grams; or employment.

Inquiries or complaints should be directed to the Opportunity Development Officer,
Baker Building, Box 1809 Station B, Nashville, Tennessee 37235. Telephone (615) 322-
4705 (V/TDD); fax (615) 421-6871.

STATEMENT ON SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Vanderbilt University is committed to the principle of non-discrimination on the basis of
being or being perceived as homosexual, heterosexual, or bisexual. In affirming its com-
mitment to this principle, the University does not limit freedom of religious association,
does not require adherence to this principle by government agencies or external organi-
zations that associate with but are not controlled by the University, and does not extend
benefits beyond those provided under other policies of the University.
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Divinity School Calendar 2002/2003

FALL SEMESTER 2002

Orientation for new M.Div. and M.T.S. students / Monday 26 August-Tuesday 27 August

Orientation for new M.A. and Ph.D. students in religion / Monday 26 August-Tuesday 27
August

Registration for new M.Div. and M.T.S. students / Tuesday 27 August

Classes begin / Wednesday 28 August

Last day to add a course; last day for late registration / Wednesday 4 September

Cole Lectures / Thursday 19 September to Friday 20 September

Fall break / Monday 21 October-Tuesday 22 October

Spring semester registration, M.Div. and M.T.S. students / Monday 4 November to 6
November

Thanksgiving holidays and fall break / Saturday 23 November to Sunday 1 December

Last day of classes / Thursday 12 December

Examinations / 16 December to 19 December

Holidays begin / Friday 20 December

SPRING SEMESTER 2003

Orientation and registration for new M.Div. and M.T.S. students / Monday 6 January—Tues-
day 7 January

Classes begin / Wednesday 8 January

Last day to add a course; last day for late registration / Wednesday 15 January

Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday / Monday 20 January (no classes)

Last day to submit work to remove incompletes from fall 2002 / Friday 14 February

Spring holidays / Saturday 1 March to 9 March

Antoinette Brown Lecture / Thursday 13 March

Fall semester registration M.Div. and M.T.S. students / Monday 7 April to 9 April

Good Friday, no classes / Friday 18 April

Last day of classes / Tuesday 22 April

Reading period / Wednesday 23 April to 24 April

Examinations / Friday 25 April to 30 April

Commencement / Friday 9 May

Last day to submit work to remove incompletes from spring 2003 / Friday 20 June






Theological Education in a
University Setting

the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. When classes began in

1875, the Biblical Department was one of four schools in the Uni-
versity, the others being an undergraduate college (the Academic Depart-
ment) and the schools of law and medicine. Wesley Hall, a five-story
structure providing classrooms, offices, a library, dining facilities, and res-
idences for students and faculty, opened in 1881. As a result of a court case
in 1914, which settled a dispute between the MECS and the University
over the church’s involvement in University decision making, the church
withdrew its support. The following year, the Biblical Department
became the Vanderbilt School of Religion, continuing as an interdenomi-
national school, with its curriculum broadened to indicate an increasing
ecumenical consciousness. In 1956, the name was changed to the Divinity
School, in keeping with the national pattern for university-related theo-
logical institutions. The Graduate School of Theology of Oberlin College
merged with the Divinity School in 1966, an event acknowledged in nam-
ing the present building (which opened in 1960) the Oberlin Quadrangle.
Since 1960, several transformations, both cultural and religious, have
reshaped the school in significant ways, and these are reflected in the
statement of “Commitments” that follows.

VANDERBILT University was founded in 1873 as an institution of

Purposes

The Divinity School seeks to fulfill the following objectives: to engage
men and women in a theological understanding of religious traditions; to
help persons, both lay and ordained, reenvision and prepare for the prac-
tice of Christian ministry in our time; to encourage individuals in their
spiritual and intellectual growth; to prepare leaders who will be agents of
social justice; and to educate future scholars and teachers of religion.

Degree programs enable students, with the aid of faculty advisers, to
plan a course of study in light of their talents, interests, and professional
objectives. Resources of the University and affiliated institutions offer rich
opportunities for students to secure additional knowledge and skills in
preparation for their vocations.

Commitments

The Divinity School is committed to the faith that brought the church
into being, and it believes that one comes more authentically to grasp that
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faith by a critical and open examination of the Hebraic and Christian tra-
ditions. It understands this faith to have import for the common life of
men and women in the world. Thus the school is committed to assisting
its community in achieving a critical and reflective understanding of
Christian faith and in discerning the implications of that faith for the
church, society, and the lives of individuals. Concretely, this commitment
entails the education of women and men who will be forceful representa-
tives of the faith and effective agents in working for a more just and
humane society, for the development of new and better modes of ministry,
and for leadership in church and society that will help to alleviate the ills
besetting individuals and groups. It entails as well the education of men
and women who have, or are helped to develop, strong resources of per-
sonal faith, without which their leadership in church and community
would be jeopardized.

The school affirms its commitment to do all in its power to combat the
idolatry of racism and ethnocentrism that remains widespread in our
society. Positively, this includes a commitment to take full account of the
contributions of African Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Ameri-
cans, and Native Americans. It requires the appointment of faculty mem-
bers and the recruitment of students from these groups and adequate
provision for their support. The school recognizes a special connection
with the contributions of the black church to church and society and a
commitment to further these contributions.

The school is committed to opposing the sexism that has characterized
much of the history of the church and western culture and is still present
in our society. This commitment entails the conviction that women have a
larger place in the ministry and in teaching than they now enjoy. It
requires appointment of women to the faculty, enrollment of a larger
number of women students in all programs, and concerted effort to elim-
inate all forms of discrimination in attitudes, practices, and language. The
school regards the use of inclusive language as an expression of its oppo-
sition to gender-based prejudice.

The school is committed to confronting the homophobia that prevails
throughout much of the church and society. We recognize the rights of les-
bians and gay men within the religious community and the need for the
eradication of civil discrimination based on sexual orientation. This com-
mitment involves the exploration in the curriculum of lesbian and gay
concerns as well as affirmation and support of gay and lesbian people
within our community.

The school is committed to a program of theological education that is
open to and takes account of the religious pluralism in our world. It seeks
to familiarize students with interreligious dialogue and the diverse man-
ifestations of Christianity throughout the world, recognizing that to know
one’s own tradition one must know and participate in others as well. This
commitment entails the appointment to the faculty of scholars in other
religious traditions and from diverse branches of Christianity, as well as
the provision of resources for students to study in global contexts.
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The school acknowledges the close and special relationship between
Judaism and Christianity, and it wants to ensure an appropriate and sym-
pathetic understanding of the Jewish tradition. It abhors the anti-Semi-
tism that has pervaded much of Christian history and seeks to promote
productive and healing dialogue among Christians and Jews.

The school is committed to active participation in the struggles of indi-
viduals and groups for a healthier, more just, more humane, and more
ecologically wholesome world. It has special concern for the oppressed,
for prisoners, for the poor, for victims of warfare and militarism, for the
effects of environmental destruction, and for the securing of equal oppor-
tunity for all individuals, peoples, and creatures to enjoy God’s gifts.

In seeking to act upon such commitments, the school seeks to bear in
mind that its fundamental task is educational. The commitment to educa-
tion is primary. Even so, if such education is to be significant, the school
may often be required to identify issues confronting church, society, and
individuals that summon various groups within the school, or the school
itself, to appropriate action.

The school is committed to conducting its work in an atmosphere con-
ducive to free expression of opinion and judgment and in such a way as
actively to enlist the insights and judgments of the church, alumni/ae,
students, faculty, staff, the University community, and the larger commu-

nity.

Relation to the Churches

The Divinity School is independent of any church or denomination, but
in its work of preparing men and women for ministry is closely associat-
ed with the congregations and denominations of those who teach and
study here. Several faculty advisers are appointed to provide assistance to
students from particular denominational traditions. Many field education
positions held by Divinity students are in congregational settings. Along
with a concentration upon the Christian tradition, work in Judaism and in
other religious traditions is offered. Most of the major Protestant as well
as Roman Catholic and Jewish traditions are represented in the faculty
and student body. A program of continuing education for laity is con-
ducted in a series of evening classes with the support of a number of local
congregations.

Kelly Miller Smith Institute

The Kelly Miller Smith Institute on Black Church Studies was inaugu-
rated 12 April 1985. The Institute was established in honor of the late
Kelly Miller Smith, assistant dean of the Divinity School from 1968 until
his death in 1984. It perpetuates his legacy of theological and academic
excellence and prophetic witness and continues his work in the black
church. The Institute brings the black churches, the black community, and
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the Divinity School into partnership to study and examine faith and min-
istry issues in the black churches.

Facilities

The Divinity School quadrangle, occupied since 1960, includes class-
rooms and seminar rooms, administrative and faculty offices, a refectory,
audiovisual facilities, a student common room, and a space for worship
and meditation. Benton Chapel, which serves as the University chapel, is
named in honor of John Keith Benton, dean of the school from 1939 until
1956. In May 1970, the Board of Trust specified that the quadrangle should
be named the John Frederick Oberlin Divinity Quadrangle, in commemo-
ration of the Divinity School’s merger with the Oberlin Graduate School
of Theology and symbolic of the continuation at Vanderbilt of that
school’s long and distinguished history. In 1985 a theological bookstore
was opened in the Divinity School; it is operated as a branch of Cokes-
bury, the retail division of the United Methodist Publishing House. The
All Faith Chapel, dedicated in 1993, allows students and faculty and staff
members to worship and meditate in an environment created to serve the
needs of all religious traditions.

Professorships

In 1935, Mr. E. J. Buffington of Chicago donated $50,000 for the estab-
lishment of a fund to perpetuate the memory of his wife, Mrs. Drucilla
Moore Buffington. This gift established the Drucilla Moore Buffington
Professorship.

In 1966, two named professorships were announced by the University
in connection with the merger of the Oberlin Graduate School of Theolo-
gy and the Divinity School. The Charles Grandison Finney Professorship,
currently held by Peter C. Hodgson, commemorates the work of this dis-
tinguished evangelist, educator, and theologian who served on the Ober-
lin faculty from 1835 to 1875. The Oberlin Alumni Professorship, now
held by Howard L. Harrod, honors the more than 1,600 alumni/ae of
Oberlin Graduate School of Theology at the time of the merger in 1966. All
alumni/ae of Oberlin’s School of Theology are also alumni/ae of Vanderbilt.

In 1985, a major gift from David Kirkpatrick Wilson and Anne Potter
Wilson established the Anne Potter Wilson Professorship in the Divinity
School. David K. Wilson was president of the Vanderbilt University Board
of Trust from 1981 to 1991. Anne Wilson (d. 1986) was a founding chair of
the Divinity School’s giving society, Schola Prophetarum, and a charter
member of the Divinity School Board of Advisors. The professorship is
held by the Dean of the Divinity School.

The latter part of the twentieth century will be remembered as the time
of the notable expansion of the role of women in Christian ministry and
theological scholarship and education. The E. Rhodes and Leona B. Car-
penter Professorship honors this important and lasting development in
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the Christian tradition by assuring a distinguished faculty appointment in
the Divinity School that will contribute to the professional development
of women by example, teaching, and research. In addition to this chair in
theology, the Carpenter Foundation has endowed a professorship and
Program in Religion, Gender, and Sexuality. Amy-Jill Levine is the Car-
penter Professor of New Testament Studies and director of the Carpenter
Program in Religion, Gender, and Sexuality. In 1997, Cal Turner, Jr., busi-
nessman and member of the Board of Trust, established the Cal Turner
Chancellor’s Chair in Wesleyan Studies. The first incumbent is M. Dou-
glas Meeks.

Two newly created professorships were filled in 1999. Jack M. Sasson
was appointed to the Mary Jane Werthan Professorship in Jewish Studies,
and ]. Patout Burns became the Edward A. Malloy Professor of Catholic
Studies.

The Library

The Divinity Library is the religion/theology division of the Jean and
Alexander Heard Library. In addition to supporting the instructional and
research programs of the Divinity School, Graduate Department of Reli-
gion, and the Department of Religious Studies, it serves the University
community with technical studies in religion. The Divinity Library is one
of the nine divisions of the Heard Library system, which collectively
house over two million volumes.

The Divinity Library is particularly strong in biblical studies and main-
tains distinguished special collections in Judaica and Ancient Near East-
ern studies. The Special Collections department of the Heard Library
houses the Kelly Miller Smith Papers, a valuable collection of primary
documents on African American social and religious history in Nashville
and the South between 1945 and 1984.

Holdings of the Divinity Library are in open stacks, housed in the Gen-
eral Library Building, easily accessible to the University community. Full
reference and bibliographic services are provided for library patrons in
each of the library divisions.

Public computer workstations provide access to Acorn, the on-line cat-
alog for the University Library’s holdings, as well as to Web resources on
campus and on the Internet.

Project IRIS provides reciprocal access to the collections held by Van-
derbilt, the University of Kentucky, and the University of Tennessee. A
“virtual catalog” of all three collections is available through each library’s
Web page, and books may be borrowed via an expedited interlibrary loan
process. Similarly, cooperative relationships with Nashville area libraries
(Project Athena) provide on-line access to a wide variety of collections in
the city, including reciprocal-borrowing arrangements, again via an expe-
dited ILL process. The Heard Library is also a member of the Center for
Research Libraries, which serves as an extension for library resources and
research materials.
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The Divinity Library is a member of the American Theological Library
Association and has been a participant in its Preservation Project. Exten-
sive microfilm and microfiche resources from the 19th and 20th centuries
are available in the Divinity Library, as well as on demand through ATLA.

Disciples of Christ Historical Society

The Thomas W. Phillips Memorial Building, which houses the head-
quarters, library, and archives of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society,
was completed in 1958 at a cost of more than $1,000,000. The Phillips
Building is located adjacent to the Vanderbilt campus. Its research and
study facilities are available to Vanderbilt students.

Computer Resources

Information Technology Services, located in the Hill Center Expansion,
provides computing services and resources to Vanderbilt students, facul-
ty, and staff.

Information Technology Services maintains and supports VUnet, the
campus-wide data network that provides access to the Internet. ITS also
manages the VUnet ID service, which enables Vanderbilt users to identi-
fy themselves to certain services. Services currently authenticated by
VUnet ID include OASIS, the University's course registration system;
VUmail, the University's electronic message system; and VUdirectory, the
University's on-line directory service.

All campus residences are part of ResNet, which provides services for
direct connection to the campus network. More information about ResNet
can be found at www.vanderbilt.edu/resnet/. For dial-up connection, Informa-
tion Technology Services offers VUaccess. For more information about
VUaccess, visit www.vanderbilt.edu/vuaccess/.

The Information Technology Services Help Desk is an information cen-
ter designed to help students, faculty, and staff find answers to questions
about connecting to network services. Help Desk locations, hours, con-
tact, and other information can be found at www.vanderbilt.edu/helpdesk/.

For more information about computing at Vanderbilt, visit the "Com-
puting at Vanderbilt" Web page, www.vanderbilt.edu/compute/.

The University

Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt, who gave a million dollars to build
and endow Vanderbilt University in 1873, expressed the wish that it “con-
tribute . . . to strengthening the ties which should exist between all geo-
graphical sections of our common country.”

A little more than a hundred years later, the Vanderbilt Board of Trust
adopted the following mission statement: “We reaffirm our belief in the
unique and special contributions that Vanderbilt can make toward meet-
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ing the nation’s requirements for scholarly teaching, training, investiga-
tion, and service, and we reaffirm our conviction that to fulfill its inherit-
ed responsibilities, Vanderbilt must relentlessly pursue a lasting future
and seek highest quality in its educational undertakings.”

Today as Vanderbilt pursues its mission, the University more than ful-
fills the Commodore’s hope. It is one of a few independent universities
with both a quality undergraduate program and a full range of graduate
and professional programs. It has a strong faculty of over 1,600 full-time
members and a diverse student body of about 10,000. Students from
many regions, backgrounds, and disciplines come together for multidis-
ciplinary study and research. To that end, the University is the fortunate
recipient of continued support from the Vanderbilt family and other pri-
vate citizens.

The 333-acre campus is about one and one-half miles from the down-
town business district of the city, combining the advantages of an urban
location with a peaceful, park-like setting of broad lawns, shaded paths,
and quiet plazas.

Off-campus facilities include the Arthur J. Dyer Observatory, situated
on a 1,131-foot hill six miles south.

The schools of the University offer the following degrees:

College of Arts and Science. Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science.

Graduate School. Master of Arts, Master of Arts in Teaching, Master
of Liberal Arts and Science, Master of Science, Doctor of Philosophy.

Blair School of Music. Bachelor of Music.

Divinity School. Master of Divinity, Master of Theological Studies.

School of Engineering. Bachelor of Engineering, Bachelor of Science,
Master of Engineering.

School of Law. Doctor of Jurisprudence.

School of Medicine. Doctor of Medicine.

School of Nursing. Master of Science in Nursing.

Owen Graduate School of Management. Master of Business Adminis-
tration.

Peabody College. Bachelor of Science, Master of Education, Master of
Public Policy, Doctor of Education.

No honorary degrees are conferred.

Accreditation

Vanderbilt University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (1866 Southern Lane,
Decatur, Georgia, Telephone number 404-679-4501) to award Bachelor’s,
Master’s, Specialist’s, and Doctor’s degrees. Vanderbilt is a member of the
Association of American Universities. The Divinity School is also accred-
ited by the Association of Theological Schools in the United States and
Canada.






The Divinity School Community

ity School community. Students arrive at the campus from diverse
backgrounds and religious traditions, from various parts of the
country and from abroad, and with differing objectives in mind. Most stu-
dents plan to enter parish ministry, but others look toward ministry in a
special setting such as campus ministry, hospital chaplaincy, or college
teaching. Some students pursue theological study on the way to vocations
in other fields. Other students come for the intrinsic personal value of
pursuing a sound theological education, without vocational objectives in
mind. The result is a community of varied dimensions—exciting, chal-
lenging, and stimulating.
Alongside the academic dimensions of the school’s life are numerous
activities that contribute to the student’s spiritual and personal develop-
ment. Some of these are described below.

DIVERSITY and openness are words quite descriptive of the Divin-

Worship

Worship at the Divinity School is the shared responsibility of faculty and
students, superintended by a joint committee. Because of the diverse denomi-
national backgrounds, a variety of worship services are offered to students
on a regular basis. Worship is regularly scheduled each Wednesday for the
entire Divinity School community. Faculty, staff, students, alumni/ae, local
clergy, and visiting lecturers and leaders preach in one of the University
chapels. Other services of worship open to the community are led by the
respective chaplains to the University. Seasons of the church year and major
festivals are marked by special acts of worship.

Cole Lectures

The Cole Lectureship, established in 1893 by Colonel E. W. Cole of
Nashville, brings distinguished lecturers to the campus in “defense and
advocacy of the Christian religion.”

Among the distinguished church leaders and theologians who have
delivered the Cole Lectures are Harry Emerson Fosdick, George A. Buttrick,
Rudolph Bultmann, Wilhelm Pauck, Paul Tillich, H. Richard Niebuhr, Mar-
tin Marty, Krister Stendahl, Jaroslav Pelikan, James Gustafson, Raymond
Brown, Fred Craddock, Paul Ricoeur, Walter Brueggemann, Elizabeth
Schuessler Fiorenza, Lou Silberman, Albert J. Raboteau, Leander Keck, Mar-
garet Miles, Gustavo Gutierrez, Wendy Doniger, Enrique Dussel, E. Brooks
Holifield, Rebecca S. Chopp, Sheila Greeve Davaney, James Cone, Donald
Beisswenger, Edward Farley, James Barr, David Buttrick, Marcus Borg, and
Parker Palmer.

Susan Brooks Thistlethwaite, Antionette Brown Lecturer

Parker Palmer, Cole Lecturer 17
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The Antoinette Brown Lecture

This lectureship is made possible by a gift from Sylvia Sanders Kelley
of Atlanta, Georgia. The lectures began in 1974 and are intended to “bring
to the school distinguished women theologians to speak on concerns for
women in ministry.” The lectureship is named for Antoinette Brown, the
first woman ordained to the Christian ministry in the United States (1853).

Antoinette Brown Lectures have been delivered by Beverly Harrison,
Phyllis Trible, Rosemary Ruether, Elizabeth Schuessler Fiorenza, Eleanor
McLaughlin, Claire Randall, Carter Heyward, Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz,
Yvonne Delk, Sallie McFague, Carol Christ, Joan Chittister, Toinette
Eugene, Bernice Johnson Reagon, Eleanor Scott Meyers, Sheila Briggs,
Katie Geneva Cannon, Rita Nakashima Brock, Sharon D. Welch, Mary Ann
Tolbert, Elizabeth A. Johnson, Elizabeth A. Clark, Jacquelyn Grant, Letty
Russell, Diana Eck, Renita Weems, Kwok Pui-lan, and Susan Brooks
Thistlethwaite.

GDR Colloquia

The Graduate Department of Religion Colloquia are frequent occasions
when graduate students gather to hear a lecture by some distinguished
scholar. Lecturers in recent years have included Langdon Gilkey, John
Cobb, Gordon Kaufman, James Robinson, Fred Craddock, Paul Lehmann,
Paul Ricoeur, W. D. Davies, Ernest Nicholson, Jose Miguez-Bonino,
Helmer Ringgren, Paul Knitter, Richard Schaull, C. K. Barrett, Edwin S.
Gaustad, Brooks Holifield, Rebecca Chopp, Elizabeth Clark, Mark A.
Noll, Mark Kline Taylor, Robert Wilken, Paul F. Knitter, Maurice Wiles,
Erhard Gerstenberger, Edward Greenstein, and John Baines. The colloquia
are open also to interested Divinity students.

The Student Association

Divinity students and graduate students in religion are members of the
Student Government Association. Students, through their elected repre-
sentatives, have an active part in all decision-making in the Divinity
School, including faculty development, academic policies, curricular
issues, and community events. The Student Government Association
publishes an occasional journal, Prospectus, and sponsors a wide range of
activities. The Fall Picnic, community meals, Spring Gala, community
forums, and numerous other activities are coordinated by student com-
mittees and are well attended by faculty and students.

Office of Women’s Concerns

The Office of Women’s Concerns was established in 1974 to provide for
the needs and interests of women in the Divinity School and the Gradu-
ate Department of Religion. As the official arm of Vanderbilt Women in
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Religion, the Women’s Office seeks to encourage the discussion of
women’s issues, provide opportunities for women’s personal and profes-
sional growth, increase awareness of the contributions of women to reli-
gion and theology, and create opportunities for community among
women. The Women’s Office also serves as a resource center. Bibliogra-
phies of publications by and about women, Divinity School guidelines for
sex-inclusive language, and professional referrals are all available
through the office.

Black Seminarians

The Vanderbilt chapter of Black Seminarians was organized in 1977 as
a means of giving black students support in a predominantly white edu-
cational context. All black students in the Divinity School and the Gradu-
ate Department of Religion are members. The organization is led by
students who coordinate activities with other Black Seminarian chapters.

GABLE: Office of Gay, Bisexual, Lesbian, and Transgender Concerns

The Office of Gay, Bisexual, Lesbian, and Transgender Concerns was
organized in 1991 and is dedicated to addressing the issues of homopho-
bia and heterosexism in religious life, society, and the academy. The Office
provides a positive, safe environment that affirms the rights of lesbian,
gay, and bisexual persons; it suggests ways in which the Divinity School
and Graduate Department of Religion can fulfill their commitment to con-
fronting homophobia in our society; it provides educational opportunities
for all members of the Divinity School/Graduate Department of Religion
community. Membership is open to all Divinity School and Graduate
Department of Religion students, faculty, and staff who are committed to
working toward the goals of the Office. The rights to confidentiality of
students, faculty, and staff who participate in the Office are honored. The
work of the Office is coordinated by a student steering committee.

United Methodist Studies

In 1985, the Divinity School initiated a program of United Methodist
Studies, designed to provide opportunities for United Methodist students
to learn more about the life and traditions of their denomination. Under
the direction of Professor M. Douglas Meeks, the program offers students
opportunities for fellowship, for investigation of recent developments in
church life through visiting speakers, and for study of the history and the-
ology of United Methodism through general and specialized courses.
Nashville is an important center for United Methodist boards and agen-
cies; here, experts converge from all across the church. These persons,
who have acquired knowledge and insight vital to effective Christian
ministry, are used for leadership roles in this program. More detailed
information can be obtained by writing to Professor Meeks.
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The Cal Turner Program in Moral Leadership

The Cal Turner Program in Moral Leadership for the Professions is a
University-wide program dedicated to the discussion and promotion of
moral values relevant to the professional schools and the practice of the
professions. The CTP promotes and coordinates sustained discussion
about particular topics through public lectures, student discussion
groups, faculty forums, and community seminars. Vanderbilt Divinity
School is one of the main participants in this program. The executive
director of the CTP is Joanne Sandberg.
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Life at Vanderbilt

meet the personal needs of students, to make life on the campus
comfortable and enjoyable, and to provide the proper setting for
academic endeavor.

VANDERBILT provides a full complement of auxiliary services to

Graduate Student Council

The Graduate Student Council, consisting of one student representative
from each graduate program, serves to ascertain graduate student opinion
and communicate it appropriately. The council and its committees are
available to students and members of the administration and faculty for
consultation regarding matters concerning the Graduate School and the
graduate student body. The council also provides the Graduate Honor
Council, which hears any cases involving graduate students and protects
the compact with the University. The Graduate Student Council co-spon-
sors seminars on career planning, dissertation writing, financial matters,
and other important topics and serves as a volunteer organization, collect-
ing clothes, food, and toys for various community programs and allowing
graduate students to volunteer a little time out of a busy schedule. Finally,
the council organizes many graduate student social functions.

Housing Facilities

The Office of Housing and Residential Education provides apartment-
style housing for as many graduate students as possible. Applications for
housing will be mailed to all admitted students during the spring. Ques-
tions should be addressed to the Office of Housing and Residential Edu-
cation, VU Station B #351677, Nashville, Tennessee 37235-1677. A $200
deposit is required at the time of application. Returning residents of Uni-
versity housing will be permitted to renew their leases until May 1.
Incoming students in graduate and professional schools will receive pri-
ority for the remaining available housing for the fall if their applications
are received by May 1. Any returning student may apply for on-campus
housing by filing an application with a $200 deposit. After May 1, assign-
ment is made on the basis of the date of application.

Apartments are leased for the entire academic year. Students who are
assigned space on the campus are therefore committed for one year and
should understand that only withdrawal from the University will cause
the lease to be terminated.

Residential occupancy is subject to the terms and conditions of a lease
executed by the occupants. Only full-time students at Vanderbilt are eli-
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gible for campus apartments. Apartments must be vacated within twenty-
four hours if the occupants cease to be students.

University housing for graduate and professional students is available
in the following facilities:

The Family Housing Complex, located at the eastern edge of campus
on Eighteenth Avenue South, has air-conditioned, town-house apart-
ments with living room and kitchen downstairs and two bedrooms and
bath upstairs. The apartments are designed for families with children.

The Garrison Apartment complex on Eighteenth Avenue South has air-
conditioned efficiency and one-bedroom units. Single as well as married
students are assigned here.

TeleVU, the residence hall cable television system, and ResNet, the res-
idential data network, are available in all apartments in Family Housing
and Garrison Apartments.

For additional information, consult the Housing Web site at www.
vanderbilt.edu/ResEd/.

Disciples Divinity House

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) maintains a presence at Van-
derbilt through the Disciples Divinity House. The primary purpose of the
House is to support Disciple students preparing for ministry. The Disci-
ples Divinity House provides scholarship support, low-cost housing, and
a nurturing community for Disciples studying at the Divinity School. Its
presence attracts a strong group of students who have a major impact on
the life of church and school.

The House itself, two blocks from the Divinity School, features single
rooms and small apartments, an office for the dean, and shared kitchen,
dining, and recreation areas. The House serves as a center of community
and identity for Disciples, informally and through structured programs
such as the monthly House meals and seminars in ministry.

The dean of the Disciples Divinity House, Mark Miller-McLemore, is also
a member of the faculty and can be reached either at the Divinity School or
at the Disciples Divinity House, 1917 Adelicia Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee
37212, (615) 321-0380, or at discipleshousevandy@juno.com.

Off-Campus Housing

The Office of Housing and Residential Education maintains a listing of
available off-campus accommodations in the Nashville area. The majority
of rental property is close to the campus. Cost, furnishings, and condi-
tions vary greatly. For best choices, students seeking off-campus housing
should visit the office by early July for suggestions and guidance, or con-
sult the Web site at www.vanderbilt.edu/ResEd/2off_cam.html.

Change of Address

Students who change either their local or permanent mailing address
are expected to notify school and University registrars immediately. Can-
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didates for degrees who are not in residence should keep the school and
University Registrar informed of current mailing addresses. To change or
update addresses, go to www.vanderbilt.edu/students.html, then click on
Student Address Change.

The Vanderbilt Card

The Vanderbilt Card is the student ID card. It can be used to access
debit spending accounts, the Dinner Plan, and campus buildings such as
residence halls, libraries, academic buildings, and the Student Recreation
Center.

Vanderbilt Cards are issued at the Vanderbilt University Card Office
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 184 Sarratt Student Center. For more infor-
mation, see the Web site at www.vanderbilt.edu/vucard.

Eating on Campus

Vanderbilt Dining operates several food facilities throughout campus
that provide a variety of food and services. The largest dining facility is
Two Avenues Marketplace located in Rand Dining Center behind the Sar-
ratt Student Center. Two Avenues serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner,
Monday through Friday. Six convenience stores on campus offer grab-and-
go snacks, beverages, and groceries. Three of the stores have hot food and
made-to-order items. All units accept the Vanderbilt Card, cash, or checks.
For more information, visit the Web site at www.vanderbilt.edu/dining.

Services to Students

Confidentiality of Student Records (Buckley Amendment)

Vanderbilt University is subject to the provisions of federal law known
as the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (also referred to as the
Buckley Amendment or FERPA). This act affords matriculated students cer-
tain rights with respect to their educational records. These rights include:

The right to inspect and review their education records within 45 days of the day the Uni-
versity receives a request for access. Students should submit to the University Registrar
written requests that identify the record(s) they wish to inspect. The University Registrar will
make arrangements for access and notify the student of the time and place where the
records may be inspected. If the University Registrar does not maintain the records, the stu-
dent will be directed to the University official to whom the request should be addressed.

The right to request the amendment of any part of their education records that a student
believes is inaccurate or misleading. Studen